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SUBJECT:

Q:

SUMMARY:

TWO MINUTE TRAINING
Satellite Accumulation Containers and the Date of Accumulation Marking

A generator has a satellite accumulation area container (SAA) that is only half full and has not exceeded
the 55-gallon limit for dangerous wastes; however, the generator needs to move the SAA to an onsite
<90-day accumulation area. The generator is aware that once 55 gallons of hazardous waste is exceeded
i.e., the 55-gallon container is full, the SAA must be marked with the date of accumulation and moved
within 3 days to a designated storage or accumulation area. If the generator wants to move the SAA to an
onsite <90-day accumulation area before 55 gallons of dangerous waste or 1 quart of acutely hazardous
waste is accumulated, must the SAA still be marked with a date of accumulation?

Per WAC 173-303-200(2)(b), [40 CFR 262.15(a)(6)]:

“When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC
173-303-040) is accumulated, the container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation date
and moved within three days to a designated storage or accumulation area.”

Based on the above regulation it appears that if waste has not accumulated in excess of 55 gallons (or 1
quart for acutely hazardous waste), the date of accumulation marking is not required. As further
clarification, a Washington Department of Ecology Technical Information Memorandum (TIM) revised
February 2010, (Publication 94-120) states:

““Once the volume threshold limit has been reached in a satellite accumulation area, the container(s) must
be marked immediately using that date as the accumulation start date. Satellite accumulation areas are the
only accumulation areas where waste containers do not require an accumulation start date until such
thresholds of waste are met.”

Since the accumulation threshold has not been met, the generator’s SAA container does not require a date of
accumulation in terms of the 3-day rule. Note that once the SAA arrived at the <90-day accumulation area,
the former SAA container would be marked with a date of accumulation to comply with the <90-day
requirements. If the SAA arrived at a permitted/ interim status storage facility, the former SAA would be
marked with a date of accumulation to comply with the Land Disposal Restriction requirements and the
prohibitions on storage.

SAAs must be marked with a date of accumulation once 55 gallons of dangerous waste or 1 quart of acutely
hazardous waste is accumulated.

B The date of accumulation is only required once the SAA volume thresholds are exceeded.

If the generator wants to move an SAA before 55 gallons of dangerous waste or 1 quart of acutely hazardous

waste is accumulated, the 3-day date of accumulation marking is not required.

Excerpts from

WAC 173-303-040 and WAC 173-303-200 are attached. If you have any questions, please contact me at

Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.

FROM: Paul W.

Martin DATE: 7/19/18 FILE: 2MT\2018\071918.rtf PG: 1
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT: Satellite Accumulation Containers and the Date of Accumulation Marking
WAC 173-303-040 Definitions.
When used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings given below.
"Satellite accumulation area" means a location at or near any point of generation where hazardous waste is initially
accumulated in containers (during routine operations) prior to consolidation at a designated ninety-day accumulation area

or storage area. The area must be under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all
times to prevent improper additions of wastes into the satellite containers.

WAC 173-303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site.
(2) Satellite accumulation.

(a) A generator may accumulate as much as fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely
hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-040) in containers at or near any point of generation where waste
initially accumulates (defined as a satellite accumulation area in WAC 173-303-040). The satellite area must be
under the control of the operator of the process generating the waste or secured at all times to prevent improper
additions of wastes to a satellite container. Satellite accumulation is allowed without a permit provided the
generator:

(i) Complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (4), (5) (a) and (b), (8)(a), and (9) (a) and (b); and
(ii) Complies with subsection (1)(d) of this section.
(b) When fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-
303-040) is accumulated, the container(s) must be marked immediately with the accumulation date and moved
within three days to a designated storage or accumulation area.
(c) On a case-by-case basis the department may require the satellite area to be managed in accordance with all or
some of the requirements under subsection (1) of this section, if the nature of the wastes being accumulated, a
history of spills or releases from accumulated containers, or other factors are determined by the department to be
a threat or potential threat to human health or the environment.
(3) For the purposes of this section, the ninety-day accumulation period begins on the date that:

() The generator first generates a dangerous waste; or

(b) The quantity (or aggregated quantity) of dangerous waste being accumulated by a small quantity generator
first exceeds the accumulation limit for such waste (or wastes); or

(c) Fifty-five gallons of dangerous waste or one quart of acutely hazardous waste (as defined in WAC 173-303-
040) is accumulated in a satellite accumulation area.

FROM: Paul W. Martin DATE: 7/19/18 FILE: 2MT\2018\071918.rtf PG: 2
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